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N or about the Year of our Lord 1710, a 

Swediſh Miſſionary preached a Sermon at 
an Indian Treaty held at Coneſtoga, in Pennſyl- 
vania; in which Sermon he ſet forth Original 

Sin, the Neceſſity of a Mediator, and endeavour- 
ed by certain Arguments to. induce the Indians 
to embrace the Chriſtian Religion. After he had 
ended his Diſcourſe, one of the Indian Chiefs made 
a Speech in reply to the Sermon, and the Diſcourſes 
on both Sides were made known by Interpreters. 


The Miſſionary upon his Return to Sueden, pub- 
liſhed his Sermon and the Indian's Anſwer : Hav- 
ing wrote them in Latin, he dedicated them to 
the Univerſity of Uþ/al, and deſired them to fur- 
niſh him with Arguments to confute the ſtrong 
Reaſoning of the Indian, 
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INDIAN's SPEECH, 


TRANSLATED FROM THE LATIN. 


INCE the Subject of his, the Miſfionary's Er- 


rand, is to perſuade us to a new Doctrine, 
perhaps it may not be amiſs, before we offer him 
our Reaſons why we cannot comply with his Re- 


queſt, to acquaint him with the Grounds and Prin- 


ciples of that Religion which he would have us 
abandon. Our Fathers were under a ſtrong Per- 
ſuaſion as we are, that thoſe who act well in this 
Life, ſhall be rewarded in the next according to 
the Degree of their Virtue; and on the other 
Hand, that thoſe who behave wickedly here, will 


undergo ſuch Puniſhment hereafter, as is propor- 


tionable to the Crimes they were guilty of. This 
hath been conſtantly and invariably received, and 
kagge for a Truth, through every ſueceſ- 
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ſive Generation of our Anceſtors. It could never 
have its Riſe from Fables or human Fiction; for 


howſoever artfully or plauſibly contrived, they 
can never gain Credit long among any Peo- 
ple where free Inquiry is allowed, which was ne- 
ver denied by our Anceſtors; who, on the con- 
trary, thought it the ſacred, inviolable, natural 
Right of every Man, to examine and judge for 
himſelf, Therefore we think it evident, that our - 


Notion concerning. future Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments, was either revealed immediately from Hea- 
ven to ſome of our Forefathers, and from them 


deſcended to ns; or, that it was implanted in 
each of us at our Creation, by the Creator of all 
Things; whatever the Method might have been, 
whereby God hath been pleafed to make known 
to us his Will, and to give us a Knowledge of our 
Duty, it is ſtill in our Senſe a divine Revelation. 


Now we deſire to propoſe to him ſome few 


Queſtions. Does he believe that our Forefathers, 
Men eminent for Piety, conſtant and warm in the 
Purſuit of Virtue, hoping thereby to merit ever- 
laſting Happineſs, were all damned? Does he 
think that we, who are their zealous Imita- 
tors in good RW and influenced by the ſame 

Motives 
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r Miotives as they were, earneſtly endeavouring by 
r the greateſt Circumſpection to tread the Paths of 
y Integrity, were in a State of [Damnation ? If thoſe 
© | be his Sentiments, they are ſurely as impious as 
5 they are bold and daring. In the next Place, we 


. beg he would explain himſelf more particularly 
+: concerning the Revelation he talks of; if he ad- 
mit no other than what is contained in his writ- 
ten Book, the contrary is evident from what hath 


p: 
- I been ſhewn before. But if he ſays God hath re- 
- 1. vealed himſelf to us, but not ſufficient for our 
1 | | Salvation, then we aſk to what Purpoſe ſhould he 
1 have revealed himfeif to us in anywiſe ? It is 
1 clear, that a Revelation inſufficient to fave, cannot | 
| put us in a better Condition than we ſhould be | 
1 without any Revelation at all. We cannot con- | 
N | ceive that God ſhould point out to us the End we | 


are to aim at, without opening to us the Way to 
arrive at that End: But ſuppoſing our Under- 
ſtandings be ſo far illuminated, as to know it our 


| | | Duty to pleaſe God, who yet hath left us under | 

5 8 an incapacity of doing it; will this Miſſienary 

. therefore conclude, that we ſhall be eternally | 

ö damned? Will he take it upon him to pronounce | 

| | Damnation againſt us, for not doing thoſe Things 

| | which he himſeif acknowledges were impoſlible 
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by us to be done? It is our Opinion, that every 


Man is poſſeſſed with ſufficient Knowledge for his 


own Salvation. The Almighty, for any Thing 
we know, may have communicated himſelf to dif- 


ferent Races of People in a different Manner : 
Some ſay they have the Will of God in Writing; 
be it ſo, their Revelation has no Advantage over 
ours, ſince he muſt be equally ſufficient to ſave, 
or the End of Revelation would be fruſtrated : 


| Keſide, if they both be true, they muſt be the 


ſame in Subſtance, and the Difference can only be 


in the Mode of Communication. He tells us there 


are many Precepts in his written Revelation which 
we are entirely ignorant of; but thoſe written 
Commands can only be deſi gned for thoſe who 
have the Writings, they cannot poſſibly regard us: 
Had the Almighty thought as much Knowledge 
neceſſary for our Salvation, his Goodneſs would 
not have ſo long deferred the communicating it 
to us: And to ſay, that in a Matter ſo neceſſary 
he could not at one and the ſame Time equally 
reveal himſelf to all Mankind, is Nothing leſs than 


an abſolute Denial of his Omnipotence. Without 


Doubt he can make his Will manifeſt without the 


Help of any Book, or the Aſſiſtance of any learned 


Man whatloerer, 
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We ſhall in the next Place, conſider the Argu- 
ments which ariſe from a Conſideration of Provi- 
dence. If we are the Work of God, which 1 pre- 


ſume will not be denied, it follows from thence 
that we are under the Care and Protection of 


God; for it cannot be ſuppoſed that the Deity 


ſhould abandon his own Creatures, and be utterly 


regardleſs of their Welfare: then to ſay, that 


the Almighty hath permitted us to remain in a fa- 
tal Error through ſo many Ages, is to repreſent 
him as a Tyrant: How is it conſiſtent with his 


| Juſtice, to force Life upon a Race of Mortals 


without their Conſent, and then to damn them 
eternally, without ever opening to them a Door 


of Salvation? Our Conceptions of the Gracious 


God are more noble; and we think that thoſe 


| who teach otherwiſe, do little leſs than blaſpheme. 
Again, it is through the Care and Goodneſs of 
the Almighty, that from the beginning of Time, 
through many Generations to this Day, our Name 


has been preſerved, unblotted out by Enemies, 
unreduced to Nothing, by the ſame Care we now 
enjoy our Lives, and are furniſhed with the ne- 


ceſſary Means of preſerving thoſe Lives; but all 


thoſe Things are trifling compared with our Sal- 
vation, Therefore, ſince God hath been ſo care- 


ful 
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fol of us in Matters of little Conſequence, it would 


be abſurd to affirm that he has neglected us in 
Caſes of the greateſt Importance: Admit that he 


| hath forſaken us, yet it could not have been with- 
ovyt a juſt Cauſe, Let us ſuppoſe that a heinous 


Crime was committed by one of our Anceſtors, 


Uke to that which happened among another Sort 


of People; in ſuch a Caſe God would certainly 
puniſh the Criminal, but would never involve us 
who are innocent in his Guilt ; thoſe who think 
otherwiſe; muſt make the Almighty a very whim- 


cal ill-natured Being. Once more, are the 


Chriſtians more virtaous, or rather are they more 
vicious than we are? If fo, how came it to paſs 

that they are the Objects of God's Beneficence, 
while we are neglected? - Does the Deity confer 
his Faveurs without Reaſon, and with fo much 
Partiality? In a Word, we find the Chriſtians | 
mach. more depraved in their Morals than our- 


ſelves; and we judge of their Doctrine 7 the 


Badaels of their Lives. 
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